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The 19.25-metre wind farm support
vessel ‘Solway Challenger’ is the latest
delivery from Alicat Workboats, a
successful partnership between Western
Australia’s Global Marine Design 
(GMD) and a British boatbuilding
subsidiary of the United Kingdom’s
Gardline group.

The worldwide tender was won amidst
considerable competition. According to
GMD principal Gavin Mair, the win was
due to both the brand’s track record for sea
suitable vessels and the geographical
advantage of proximity for the end user.
Alicats are built at Great Yarmouth,

adjacent to the North Sea operating area.
This location means rapid back up and
support combined with GMD’s long design
history of high-speed work boats operating
in adverse Australian conditions.

The 19.25-metre by 7.36-metre vessel is
similar to earlier Alicats, but with a bridge
deck widened by 800mm to accommodate
the owner’s requirement for wider decks
outboard of the wide island superstructure.
Gavin Mair says the design concept – with
neither over-beamy hulls nor wide set
narrow hulls – has proved a winner with
crews, displaying very good sea keeping
and a dry and soft ride. 

The ‘Solway Challenger’ is also a very
efficient performer, averaging 29.4 knots
on sea trials fully loaded. A pair of MAN
V12s, each rated at 1,044kW power the
vessel, aided by a simple fixed interceptor
trim control system that improved speed by
up to three knots when accomplishing
ideal trim.

Built to MCA Category 2 with 
DNV-approved structural review, the 
vessel carries a 12-passenger complement
plus three crewmembers on suspension
seats in a resiliently mounted
superstructure, reducing both vibration 
and noise. Other facilities include 
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‘Solway Challenger’
S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

Type of vessel:

In survey to:

Home port:

Designer:

Builder:

Construction material:

Length:

Beam:

Draught:

Displacement:

Tonnage:

Main engines:

Gearboxes:

Propulsion:

Generator:

Exhaust system:

Maximum speed:

Cruising speed:

Radars:

Radio:

Sonar:

Autopilot:

Compass:

GPS:

Plotters:

Plumbing:

Winches:

Anchor:

Air conditioning:

Windows:

Seating:

Fire Insulation:

Liferafts:

Fuel capacity:

Freshwater capacity:

Ballast capacity:

Crew:

Wind farm support 

vessel/OSV
MCA UK MGN 280 CAT 2 

Workington, UK
Global Marine Daesign, 

Western Australia
Alicat Workboats, UK 

Aluminium

19.25 metres

7.36 metres

1.0 metres
60 tonnes (fully loaded) 

32GRT

2 x MAN V12; 

each 1,000kW

2 x ZF 3000

2 x Rolls-Royce 
KaMeWa FF600 
Cummins Onan 
13.5kW genset

Halyard

29.5 knots

25 knots

Furuno

Furuno

FF Mansprite 

forward-facing sonar 

Simrad

Simrad RC25 fluxgate 
Furuno GP33 

Echomaster Olex

Alicat Workboats, UK 
Hercules anchor winch 

Kedge 40kg

2 x Dometic Cruisair; 

each 27,000BTU

Trend Marine

KAB

A60

2 x 16-pax

8,500 litres

1,000 litres

1,000 litres

2

a mess area at the compartment’s rear, a
galley, toilet and shower.

The wheelhouse, one deck above,
features seats for two crewmembers. A
model of efficiency, vision is excellent
thanks to GMD’s glazed dome above the
master, giving sightlines in a third
dimension. Combined with the vessel’s
stable hull shape, this feature is invaluable
for when the vessel is bow up to a pylon, a
crane is in operation, or technicians are
scaling the ladder. In the offshore wind
farm industry, it is a great sin to break
contact with the pylon during transfer
operations – no matter the sea conditions.

Lastly, both cargo and passenger
movements are conducted over the bow.
The cargo capacity is five tonnes on the
fore deck and two tonnes on the aft deck. 

As with aircraft passengers, offshore
wind farm support workers regard 
the sea passage as something to be
endured. For them, a good trip is one
delivering the least discomfort. By those
terms, the ‘Solway Challenger’ is a 
new titleholder.

For further information contact:
Global Marine Design, Western Australia.
Email: sales@marinekits.com
Web: www.marinekits.com

Global Marine Design sets new
standard of WFSV comfort and stability
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